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AUREA DICT A. 


The King's Gracious Words, for the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, 


, — — 


1. In His Majeſtzes Letter to the ”m_ of the Houſe of 
. Commons, from bis Court at » April x4. 1660. 70 
be read in the Houſe. 


F you deltre the Advancement and propagation 
of the Proteſtant Religion, we have by our con- 
-.. Nant profeſſion and prattice of it, -given ſuffici- 
ent teſtimony to the World, that neither the un- 
kindneſs of thoſe of the fame Faith towards us, 
nor the civilities and obligations of thoſe of a contrary 
profeſſion ( of both which we have had abundant evi- 
dence ), could in the leaſt degree ſtartle us, or make us 
fwerve from-it ; and nothing can/be propoſed to' mani- 
feſt our zeal and affeCtian to it, to which we will ndt 
readily: conſent. 34 1 D VSIH | 


2. In His Majeſtwes Declaration to all this Iroing Subjetts, 
Octob. 25. 1660. p. 3. | 

How much the peace of tlie State is concerned in 

the peace of the Church, and how difficult a thing it t5 

| A 2 to- 


(4) 


t> preſerve Order and Government in Civil, whilſt 
| there is no Order or Government in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, 
js evident to the world : And this little part of the 
world, our own Dominions, hath late experience of it. 


' 3. In the ſame Declaration concerning Ecclefiaſtical Aﬀairs, 
x, |,  Octob.25.' 1669, þ. 4 ot 


In the Reformed Churches abroad, in France, in the 
Low-Countries, and in Germany, we have had frequent 
conferences with the moſt learned men, who have una- 
nimouſly lamented the. great .reproach' the - Proteſtant 
Religion undergoes, from the diſtempers and too noto- 
rious Schiſms in matters of Religion-in -Exg/and: And as 
the moſt Learned amongſt them have always with great 
ſubmiſſion and reverence acknowledged and magnified 
the eſtabliſhed Government of the Church of England, 
and the great countenance and ſhelter the Proteſtant:Re- 
ligion received from it before thoſe unhappy times z: ſo 
many. of them with gteat ingenuity and forrow confeſ- 
ſed, that they were too eaſily miſled by miſ-information 
and prejudice, into ſome diſeſteem of it, as if it had too 
much complied with the Church: of [Rome ; whereas 
they now acknowledg it to be the beſt fence God hath 
yet raiſed againſt Popery in the world : and we are per- 
ſwaded,. they do with great zeal wiſh it reſtored to- its 
old dignity and veneration. 

_ Andp. 8. We need not profeſs the high affeftion and 
eſteem we have for the Church of England, as it is e- 
ſtabliſhed by Law ; the Reverence to which hath ſup- 
ported us ( with Gods Bleſſing) againſt many tempta- 
T10NS, - . 

4. And 
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4 And 'p: 5. of the. ſame- Declaration; White-hall;. 
-- +... OR; 25. 1660; | 


Z © When we were in Zoland, we were attended by 


many Grave and Learned Miniſters from hence, who 
were looked upon as moſt able and principal Afﬀertors of 
the Presbyterian opinions, with whom we: had -as much 
conference-as the multitude of Afﬀtairs, which were then 
upon us, would: permit us to have ; and to our | great 
fatisfation and - comfort, found them - perſons full of 
afteQion to'us; of 'zeal for the peace of the Church and: 
State, and neither enemies: (as they had been given out 
to'be)- to Epiſcopacy or Liturgy, but” modeſtly to deſire 
ſuch alterations: in either, as without ſhaking foundati- 
ons, might allay the preſent diſtempers, which the in- 
diſpoſition of the time , and the tenderneſs of. ſome. 
mens Confciences had contra&ted? | 


5. Aud þ. 10. Of the ſame. 


We-do declare our purpoſe and reſolution is,and ſhall 
be; to promote the power of Godlineſs, to encourage 
the exerciſes of Religion, both publick and private, and 
to take care that the Lords-day be applied to holy exer: 
ciſes, without , unneceſſary divertiſments; and. that in- 
ſnfficient, negligent, and ſcandalous Miniſters'be not 
permitted in the Church ; and that as the preſent Bi- 
ſhops are known to be men-of great and exemplary 
piety in their Lives ( which: they have manifeſted im 
their notorious and exampled ſufferings during theſe late 
diſtempers) ſo we ſhall take ſpecial care, by<the aſſiſt 

ance 


(3 


of God, to prefer no men to that office and charge, but 


men of Learning, Virtue and Piety': who may-be them- 


ſelves the beſt examples to thoſe who are to be go- 
vernd by them. 


6. Again p. 1. 13. of the ſame. 


We will take care that Confirmation be rightly and 
folemaly performed, by the information, and with the 
conſent of the Miniſters of the place; who ſhall admit 
none to the Lords Supper, till they have made a _credi- 
ble profeſſion of their Faith, and promiſed obedience to 


the Wull of God, according as it isexpreſſed-in the con- 


ſiderations of the Rubric betore the Catechiſm : and that 
all poſſible dilligence be uſed for the inſtruction, and re- 
formation of ſcandalous offenders. | 

Moreover the Rural Dean and his Aſſiſtants are, in 
their reſpeCtive Diviſions, to ſee that the Children and 
p_ ſort be carefully iuftruted by the reſpective 
Miniſters of every Parifh, in the grounds of Chriſtian 
Religion, and be able to give a good account of their 
Faith' and Knowledg,' and” alſo of their Chriſtian 'con- 
verſation conformable thereunto, before they be con; 
firmed by the Biſhop, or admitted to the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper. 


'7. And þ. 14. 15.'of rhe ſame Declaration. 
No Biſhop ſhall exerciſe any Arbitrary Power, or do 


or impoſe any thing upon the Clergy, 'or the- people, 
bur what is according to. the known Laws of | the 


Land, 


We 
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(7) 
We are very glad to find, that all with whom we 
have conferred,. do in their judgments approve the Li- 
turgy; or ſet form of publick worſhip to be lawful ; 
which in our judgment, for the preſervation of Unity 
and Uniformity, we conceive to be very neceſſary. 
Concerning Ceremonies, we have the more eſteem of 
all, and reverence for many of them, by having been : 


preſent in many of thoſe Churches, where they are 


moſt aboliſhed, or diſcountenanced: And it cannot be 
doubted, but that every national 'Church, with the ap- 
probation and conſent of the Soveraign power, .may, . 
and hath always introduced ſuch particular Ceremonies, . 
as in.that conjunCture of time are thought moſt proper 
tor edification, and the neceſſary improvement of Piety 
and Devotion-in the People. | If 


bY 19. of the ſame Declaration.- 


- And let us all endeavour, and cmulate each other 
in theſe endeavours, to countenance and advance the - 
Proteſtant Religion abroad ; which will be beſt done by- 
57 inks, the Dignity and Reverence due to the beſt 
Ret Proteſtant Church at home ; and which being - 

onee freed from . the calumnies and reproaches it hath 
undergone from theſe late ill times, will be the beſt ſhel- 
ter for thoſe abroad ; which will by that countenance, 
both be the better prote&ed againſt their enemies, and | 
be the more eaſily tuduced to compoſe the differences a- 
mong themſelves, which give the enemies more-advan-- 
tage againſt them. | 


9. i 
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9. In Fis Majeſties Speech to the Foufe of Commons at the 
| Banquetting-Houfe, March x. 1667. 'P. 7.8. 


 T have the worſt luck in the world, if aſter all Re- 
proaches of being} a Papiſt, whilſt T was abroad, I am 
ſuſpe&ted of being a Presbyterian now T am come home. 
Tam as zealous for the Church of 'England as any of you 
can be, and am enough acquainted with the enemies of 
it, on all ſides. IT am as much in love with the Book of 
Common Prayer as you can wiſh, and have prejudice 
enough to thoſe who'do not love it ; who, I hope in 
time, will be better informed, and change their mittds; 
and- you may be confident, 1-doas much deſire:to fee an 
uniformity ſettled, as any amongſt you. ' 

T have tranſmitted the Book of Common-Prayer, 
with thoſe Alterations and Additions, which have been 
preſented to me by the Convocation, to the Houſe of 
Peers, with my approbation, that the Act of Uniformi. 
ty mayrelate to it; ſo thatT preſume it will be ſhortly 

iſpatched there. And when'we have done all we can, 

the well fetteling that Afair will require great pru- 
dence and diſcretion, and the abſence of all paſſion a 

precipitation. | | —__ 

10. Tn His Majeſties Speech to both Flouſes, 

- July 30. 1661. p. 4. EE 

T thankyou with all my heart, indeed-as much as T 

can do for any thing, for the repeal of -that:-A&-which 

excluded the Biſhops from ſitting in Parliament ; it was 

an unhappy At, in-an unhappy time, paſſed with ma- 


ay 


(9) 
ny unhappy circumſtances, and attended with miſerab 
events; and therefore I do _ thank you for repeal- 
ing it, you have thereby reſtored Parliaments to their 
primitive inſtitutions. 

© And Novems. 20. p.1. I come to ſee what you and I 
have ſo long deſired to fee, The Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and the Commons of Zng/and met toge- 
ther to conſult for the peace and ſafety of Church and 
State; by which Parliaments are reſtored to their primi- 
tive Luſter and Integrity. I do heartily congratulate 

. with you for this day. * 


II. In the Kings Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
On  Octob. 14. 1662. 

The bold abuſes and extravagancies of Preachers 
( through the licentiouſneſs of the late Times) have 
much encreaſed, to the enflaming,, fomenting and 
| heightening of the fad diſtempers and confuſions that 
were among us. And at this preſent (notwithſtanding 
the merciful providence of God, ſo ſignally manifeſted 
in reſtoring us to our Crown, and our pious care and 
endeavours to govern our Rzalms in peace and tranqui- 
lity ). the; faid abuſes do yet continue in a very high 
meaſure .in ſundry parts of this Realm, through the bu- 
fie diligence of ſome unquiet and faftious ſpirits ; who 
inſtead of Preaching the pure, Word of God, and build- 
ing up the people in-Faith and Holinefs, have made it a 
great , part” of [their buſineſs, to beget' in the minds of 
their Hearers, an -evil opinion of their Governours, by 
infinuating fears and jealouſies to diſpoſe them to diſcon- 
tent, SG. 
I2, 1 


= 
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12. In the King's Diredtions concerning Preachers, 
October x4. 62. | 


That no Preachers in their Sermons preſume to med- 
dle with matters of State,: &c. but that upon all good 
occaſions they faithfully inſtruct the people-'in their 
bounden duty of ſubje&ion and obedierice to'their Go- 


vernors, ſuperior and ſubordinate of all ſorts, and to | 


the eſtabliſhed Laws according to 'the Word of God, 
and the Doctrine of the Church: of Emgland, as it is 
contained in the Homilies of obedience, and the Arti- 
cles of Religion fet' forth-by publiok Aurhiofity.” 5b. * 
13. That for the more edifyihg of the People in 
Faith and Godlineſs, all Miniſters and Preachers , in 
their ſeveral reſpe&ive Cures, ſhall not only diligent- 
ly apply themſelves to Oatechife the younger fort, 
according as in the Book ' of Commbn-Prayer 'is #p- 
pointed ; but alfo ſhall in their ordinary Sermons in- 
iſt chiefly upon Catecheticdl Dottrines,: declating Iwith- 
all unto their Congregations,” what influences ſuch Do- 
Qrines enget to have into their Lives ard 'Converſa- 
tions, #6. 7197 WORDED 6 HATS LETS 
I4 And becauſe theſe licentious tices have eorript- 
ed Religion, eyen in the very Roots'and Fotiridations'; 
that where there is an Afternoons Exerciſe , it be'eſpe- 
cially ſpent in explaining ſome part of the ' Church- 
Catechiſm, .or in--Preachmng upon ſome ſich Text," if 
Scripture, -as :will properly and naturally lead' to the 
handling of ſomething contained in it ; or may con- 
_ duce to the expoſition of the Liturgy and Prayers 'of 
the Church; the only cauſe they grew into contempt 


amongſt | 


VIE 


- ( II ) | 
amongſt the People being this, that they were not un- 


derſtood, -76. 
15. That the Miniſter read the Prayers with that 


Gravity, Diſtin&neſs, Devotion and Reverence, as be- 


comes ſo holy an Action: and whenſoever by reaſon 
of his Infirmuty, or the concurrence of other Offices, 


the time may {rem too ſhort, or he unable to perform 
the Office of both Prayers and Sermon at length, he 


rather ſhortens his Diſcourſe or Sermon, than emit a- 
ny thing of .the Prayers, leſt he incur the A of 
the Act of- Uniformuty , "he them to be read ac 


cording as the Book dureQts. 7b. | 


16. Laſtly, That for the better obſerving of the 
Lord's gay: (309 muck neglected of many) the Preach- 


ers ſhall, as by often ang ſerious Admonitions and ſharp 
reproofs, endeavour to draw off People from ſuch Idle, 


Detaughed and. Prophane Courſes, as diſhonour God, 
NE Ty RT 9nd amprerpe mn cham 
and Authority Eccletjaiticat and Civil; fo ſhall they ve- 


ry earneſtly perſwade them to frequent Divine Service 
on the Lord's day, and other Feſtivals appointed by the 
Church to he kept ſolemn. And the Miniſters ſhall ex- 


hort ſuch as are in Amthioricy carefully to look after of- 
fendors 12 afy kind ; that all diforders may, tor the time 


to come, be prevented. 46. 


(ſee Rex Theologys ) 


Gives at-our Caurt at White-Hall, 
 Oftober 14. 1663. Av-R.14- 
B 2 " an & 


" ©. 


17. In his Majeſties Speech to. both Fouſes, 
February 10. 1667. P. 4- Wn 


One thing more I hold my ſelf bound to recom- 
mend unto you at preſent, which is, that you would 
ſeriouſly think of ſome courſe to beget. a better Union 
and Compoſure in the minds of my Proteſtant Subje&ts, 
in matters of m—_— , Whereby they , may be indu- 
ced , not only to ſubmit quietly to the Government, 
but alſo cheerfully give their Aſſiſtance to the ſupport. 
of it. Co oo. 

x8. It his Declaration to all his loving Subjetts, 
March 15. 1671. P. 3. ne 


And in the firſt place we declare. our expreſs Reſolu- 
tion, meaning and Intention to be; That the Church 
of England be preſerved, and remain in its Dotrine, Dif. 
cipline and Government, as now it ſtands eſtabliſhed 
by Law ; And that this be taken to be, as it is, the 
Baſis, Rule and Standard of the general and publick 
Wecrſhip of God; And that the Orthodox , conforma-. 
ble Clergy do review and enjoy the Revenues belongin 
thereunto; And that no perſon, tho” of a different op1- 
nion and perſwaſion, ſhall be exempt from paying his 
Tithes or other Dues whatſoever : And further, we do 
declare, that no perſon ſhall be capable of holding any 
Benefice, Living, or Eccleſiaſtical Dignity or Preferment 
of any kind, in this our Kingdom of Exg/and, who is 
not exactly conformable. 4. 

| : , 19. 16. 
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19. 16, p.6. And that there may be no pretence for 
any of our Subjects to continue their illegal Meetings 
and Conventicles, we do declare, that we ſhall from 
time to time. allow a ſufficient number of places, as 
they ſhall be deſired, in all parts of this our Kingdom, 
for the uſe of ſuch as do not conform to the Church of 
England, to Meet and Aſſemble in, in Order to their 
publick Worſhip and Devotion. 

P. 7. But our expreſs Will and Pleaſure.is, That 
none'of our Subje&ts do. prefume to-meet in any places,. 
until ſuch. place be allowed, and the Teacher of that 
Conpregationbe approved hy us 
16. It aftet this our Clemency and" Indulgence,” any 
of -our Subjedts ſhall prefure-ro abuſe this Liberty, and 
ſhall preach ſediriouſly, or to the derogation of tlie Do- 
Qrine, Diſcipline, or Government of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, or ſhall meet'in places, not allowed by us, we 
do hereby give them warning; and declare, we will pro- 
ceed again rhetn with all K-vcirey: Ds tengo 


| 20. | In the Ty Jugs Speech to both Houfvs, 
February 5. 1672. P. 4. 


-T will conclude with this affurance to you, that T will 
preſerve the true reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Church, as it is now eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ; And 
ire the, whole courſe of my Indulgence to Diſſenters, I 
do not -intend' it ſhall” any ways prejudice the Church, 
but I will ſupport its Rights and it in its full Power. 
_ And Oftober 27. 73. p. 4 I hope Inced not ule ma- 
ny words to perſwade you, that I am ſteady in main- 


taining all the profeſlions and promiſesT have made you 
CORCCrN» 


-(.14,) 


concerning Religion: And1 ſhall. be very-ready to give 
you treſh inſtances of my zeal for. preſerving the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion and Laws, as often as any oceaſion ſhall 
require, 

And Famuary 7. '7 3. Pp. 4. If: there be any - thing 
elſe , which you think wanting to ſecure Religion, there 
is nothing which -you ſhall IR, dg vur 
| ſhall be ready to receive it., | 


16 


"21. hn the: King's qi Apes 7, P EY 


ps principal end het. my callin g'you Es or Koo 
t'you thn! the {ecqrity, 
eligion ; 5 2 ip. ne rrp nh — 


40 g0Ve 193 WY nl 
bt the. utmoſt, of my en pv Bripi Diner [uh et. 
2 right and gow, nderſtading | tween us. I w 
eave nothing one, that may. | they: the Wd =- 
zeal *to-the Proteſtant Religion, 95 it. is eſtabli liſhed in 
= Church of England; from which T will, never &. 


FAhanda, June 9.-73- P- 3- I think T have given ſuffici- 
ent evidence tothe World, thatT have not been wanting 
on my part, in'my endeavours to procure the full fa- 
tisfaction of all. my SuljeRs, in the matter both of Re- 
ligion and aps ven 

And again, Oftoter 13. 75. Irecommend to you, W bat- 
-ever may tend to the ſecurity of the Proteſtant. Religj- 
.ON, AS ir &:now Ls in ke PO of Agent 


of . 22. In his Speeches to both Howſes, 
tc - 12. Novemberg.n8. p. 3. 


Nor dol think it enough to give you:my thanks only, 
for the grave and extraordinary care you have already 
taken, and do continually ſhew- for the ſafety and pre- 
ſervation of my Perſon-in theſe times of danger ; but 
I hold my felf obliged to ket you fee withal, that T do 
as much ſtudy your preſervation too, as I can poſſibly ; 
and that Tam as-ready: to joyn with you, in all the - 
ways and means that may eſtabliſh a firm ſecurity. of 
' the Proteſtant Religion, as your own hearts-can wiſh 3 

 Andthisnotonly Taring my time (of which T am ſure 
you have no fear) but m all future Ages, even to the. 
end of the World. . ; | 

And March 6. p. 3. T meet you here with the moſt 
earneſt. defire., thart:man can have, to: unite the Minds +. 
of all my Subje&s, both to-mne and to onc another; and - 
I reſolve it ſhall be your faults, if the ſucceſs be not ſui-.- 
table to my deſires.  - 

"dp. 7. 1 do-pive you this affurance, thatTwill 
with my Life defend the Proteſtant” Religion, and the - 
Laws-of this Kingdom. / | LOS OO © 


2:3. 1» bis Majeſties Speech to both Houſes, 
| - February-15. 1679, P. I. 


IT amnow reſolved tolet the World fee, that it ſhall 
not be my 'fault, if they be not happy by your Con- 
fultations in Parliament; For I declare my {elf very 
plainly to you , that I-come prepared, to give you all 

, : | the 


( x6) 
the fatisaction and ſecurity in the great concerns of the 
Proteſtant Religion; as it is eſtablithedin the. Church of 
Enxoland, that ſhall reaſonably be asked, or can conſiſt 
with Chriſtian Prudence. 


24. In his Speech to both Fioufes, 
| October 21.80. Þ. 6. 


_- That which I value above all the Treaſure in the 


World, and which I am ſure will give me greater 


Strength and Reputation both at home and: abroad than 


any Treaſure can do, is a perfe&t Union among our 
| klves. Nothing but this can reſtore 'the | Kingdom to 


that Strength and Vigor which it ſeems to have loſt, 
and raiſe us again-to that conſideration , which England 
hath uſually had. 


25. In his Majeſtits Speech to both Houſes, © 
March 2x. xz6292 p.-z. 


T 

It is as much my Intereſt, and ſhall be asmuch my 
care as yours , to preferve-the Liberty of the Subject; 
becauſe the Crown can never be ſafe, when that 1s .in 
danger. And I would have you likewiſe to be .con» 
vincd, that neither your Liberties nor Properties can 
ſubſiſt long , when the juſt Rights and Prerogatives of 
the Crown are invaders, -or the. Honour of the Govern- 
ment brought low and into diſreputation. 

And p. 3. Let not the juſt care' you ought to have 
of Religion be ſo managed and improyv'd into unnecef- 
fary fears, as to be made a pretence for changing the 
Foundations of- the Government. Io 
Ty a6. P. 3. 


NE 


E279) 
26. P. 3. #6. To remove all reaſonable fears that 
may ariſe from a poſſibility of a PopiſhSucceſſors com- 
ing to the Crown; it means can be found, that in 
ſuch a caſe the Adminiſtration of the Government may 
remain in Proteſtant Hands , T ſhall be ready to heark- 
en to any ſuch expedient , by which the Religion may 
be preſerv'd and the Monarchy not deſtroy'd, 
7b. p. 4.1 conclude with thisone Article to you, that the 
Rules and Meaſures of all your Votes, may be the known 
and publiſhed Laws of the Land; which neither can 
Hor ought to be departed-from, nor chang'd, but by 


; Act of Parliament : And ] may the more reaſonably re- 


quire , that you make the Laws of the Land your Rule, 
becauſe I am reſolved they ſhall be mine. 


28. Is his Majeſties Declaration, 
April 8. 1681. p. 9. 


We look upon Parliaments, as the beſt Method for 
healing the Diſtempers of the Kingdom , and the only 


 -means to preſerve the Monarchy in that due Credit and 


Reſpe&t, which it ought to have both at home and 

abroad. And for this cauſe weare reſolved, by the bleſ. 
ſing of God, to have frequent Parliaments; and both 
in and out of Parliament ,' to uſe our utmoſt endeavours 

to extirpate Popery , and to redreſs all the Grievances 

of our Good SubjeQs; and in all things to govern ac-- 
cording to the Laws of the Kingdom. And wt hope- 
that a little time will fo far open the eyes of all our 

good Subjedts, that our next meeting in Parliament ſhall 

perfe& all that Settlement and Peace, which ſhall be 

found wanting, either in Church or State. 


C In 
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Tn His Majeſties Anſwers, 
. May 19. 1681, 


_ Tothe Lyieaterancy. That zeal which they have expreſ- 
ſed their Loyalty and good AfﬀeQtion to his Perſon and 
Government, is at this time a: very ſeaſonable piece of 
Duty and Service, and His Majeſty doth heartily thank 
then JOr:4t, 7: . is Wo emo bone tf 
.. To Svuthwark. They proceeded upon the trueſt and ſu- 
reft grounds that can be , when they lay it down fag 
a Maxim, that ſteady Loyalty is ' the only Foundation 
of true Felicity. - . * ger | 


To Bath. That he will waystetain 2 gracious remem- 
brance of their good Services ; and that they ſhall not 
fail to find effects of it, when ever. they ſhall apply 
themſelves to his Majeſty for his Favour. 

To Zondou. The King is not only confident of the 


afte&tion of the City in general, as knowing no Prince ' 


ever deſerved better of his People : But he believes the 
greateſt part of the Aldermen, and Common-Councel 
too, to kevery much addicted to his Service. + - - 
The King hath ft his heart: upon this City , to do 
them all the good he can; ,and tis only the peace. of. lus 
Government which can bring, you any proſperity. The 
King therefore recommends it #9 you, and. requires it 
of you, to: take effetual care, that there be no kind of 
diſturbance or diſorder among you. _ - X 
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Salus Populi Suprema Lex. 
The ſafety of the People is the ſupream Law. 


O the ſafety of any thing or perſon is oppo- 
ſed, not whatſoever hurt or offence, but ruin 
and deſtruction. A mans Body may be perhaps afflicted 
with ſome Diſtempers, yet is he not preſently to fly to 
extream Remedies, as in danger of Life. So1n a Com- 
mon-wealth, Tumults muſt not be raiſed, nor an Alarm 
piven to the Multitade, upon occaſion of ſome abuſes or 
diſorders in the Government. There have been always, 
and will be, under the beſt of Kings, in the beſt conſti- 
tuted Common-wealths, oppreſſions and grievances, not 
a few. Then is the ſafety, of the Common-wealth in 


T. 


_ queſtion, when things are plainly brought into open 


anger , either by invaſion of Forreign Enemies, or by 
inſurrection of wicked Subje&ts, whence will follow 
Ruin, unleſs timely ſuccour be provided. 


_ 2,, People, is a multitude of .mien gathered together, 
united by Laws agreed on., and by common Intereſt and 
mutual Profit. Three ways is the Word uſed in Ro- 
man Authors. x. For the Plebeians alone, or common 
People, the loweſt rank, oppoſed to the Lordsand Gen- 
tlemen.. 2. For the two inferior Orders, the Mo 
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( 20 ) 
and Gentlemen together, in diſtinition from the Lords, 
Patricians, or Senators. Theſe retained ſome Prerogative 
of Dignity and Honour above the other Citizens, as ap- 
- peareth ia that ſolemn form : 1* hath ſeemed good to the 
Senate and People of Rome. Wherein the name of Peo- 
ple comprehends all the Citizens, the Senate (or Lords) 
excepted. 3, For all the Citizens of the. three Orders, 
Lords, Gentlemen , and Plebeians. In this ſenſe, the 
Writers of Roman affairs, while the State of their Com- 
mon-wealth was popular, are to be underſtood, as oft 
'as they mention the Conſervation, Dignity, and Ma- 


jeſty of the People. | Ml 


3. The word People may be taken either col/e7vely, 
to ſignifie the whole community of a Common-wealt 
that is, the Prince and the Subjects together ; or diſcre- 
tively and preciſely, to ſigniſie the Sub;efts only diſtin 
from the King, juſt as the Bedy of man either notesthe 
inferiour Members together with the Head ; or theſe 
Members preciſely and diſtin&t from the Head, An 
Army ſometimes comprehends the General himſelf, with 
the Soldiers ; ſometimes not. So Xingdom, Parliament, 
and other words of like ſort. | 


' 4 But in what- ſenſe (co/efzvely, or diſcretively) is the 
appellation of People to be underſtood in the Maxim? 
The Rule of Interpretation is, Words colleftive are al- 
ways to be taken colletively, unleſs the. oppoſite adjoyned re- 
quire the contrary. For example, where it is ſaid (Col. x. 
I8.) Chriſt is i Head of his Body the Church, it is mani- 
teſt , by the oppoſite added, viz. by the mention of 
Flead (to which Body relates) the word Body is taken 
dil- 


(=r) 


| diſcretively for the other Members diſtin from the 


Head. Likewiſe if one fay, the General hath drawn 
his Army out of the Camp, or hath ſent them to their 
Winter Quarters: Or, (which $ written of David) 
whatſoever the King did pleaſed the People: "Tis clear by 
the oppoſite oppoſed, General and King, That the col- 
letive words, Army and People, are to be underſtood 
diſcretively and exclufrvely. "That is, by Army the Soldi- 
ers are only meant; not the Genera; by People the Sub- 
jeds only, not the King alſo. | 


. $5. But when the oppoſite is not added, to retain the 
fignification unto the one term of relation, 1t is unrea- 
ſonable to take the co/eftive word otherwiſe than col- - 
tectively and in the juſt Latitude,. ſo-as- may com- 
prehend both relatives; - eſpecially where the ſpeech 
concerns the ſafety and good of both. For example , 
If the Camp were ordered to remove to morrow , 
leſt the Army ſhould be ſurprized by the Enemy ; No 
man in his right mind would conceive this provi 
fion made, only for the Soldiers ſafety, no regard be- 
ing had for the General. As if a Phyfitian ſhould adviſe 
his Patient to have a care of his Body, and he ſhould 
look to the lower Members and: neglett the Head. 

6. Again, If a Company of common Soldiers ſay, 
The ſafety of the Army is the- ſupreme Military Law ; The 
General lays intollerable burthens upon his- men; unleſs 
they ſhake off the- Yoke in tine, the A4rmy will be 
toſt : And on this Ground conſpire to-defend themſelves 
by Force and Arms, deſpiſe the Commands of their 
General, and offer violence to: his Perſon. Or, ſuppoſe 


Servants in- a Family (who are willed to Le obedient e- 
Ven 


4.22) 


ven to froward Maſters 1 Pet. 2.) laying their: heads to- 
gether thould throw their Maſter out of.doors, as a chur- 
liſh man and unjuſt,ſeize upon the Reys and Trunks, and 
all the ſtuFunder tis colour, The ſafery of the Family is 
the ſupreme Law aconomical ; who would not confeſs, theſe 
wicked and nejarious enterprizes are not to be inferred 
trom thoſe principles well underſtood. Such istheir plea, 
and no better, who make the ſafety of the People a cloak 
for. civil Sedition or Rebellion: doubtleſs, there is con- 
tein'd, and that eminently, in the ſafety of the Army, 
the ſafety of the General; in the ſafety of the Family, the 
Maſters ſafety ; and in the ſafety of the Peaqple, the Prin- 
ces ſafety allo. Ina word, the ſafety of the People, i.e. 
of the King and of his Subjedts together, is the ſupreme 
Law: but the fafety of the People,a, e. of the Subjects, 
the King being excluded, not ſo. 


7. Moreover, He that moreattentively conſiders the 
dignity of the perſons, or the original of this Maxim, will 
grant, this celebrated faying is rather meant of the fafe- 
ty of the Prince preciſely, than of the ſafety of the Peo- 
ple preciſely. That the Majeſty of Kings is, Sacred and 
Holy, not only the Eccleſiaſtical Fathers (even at the 
time' when yet there was no Chriſtian King) have libe- 
rally acknowledged ; who honourd them as men next 
toGed, and leſs then God only ; ofterd unto God Vows 
and Prayers for their wy ;. upon their ſafety, declared 
the fafety of all the People and their Felicity to depend: 
But-God himſelf alſo, the beſt and greateſt, was pleasd 
to have it teſtified abundantly, (as we could ſhew at large 
1f it were needful) in the Holy Scriptures. Whence it 
was, that all pious and well diſpoſed Citizens have been 

ch always 


©. 
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always of this mind, to preſerve the Xivgs ſafety (when 
the chance of War had brought things into great hazard) 
I fay, the ſafety of. the King alone, before all their own. 
Thus, as-became good Subjects, the 7/raelites openly pro- 
felled, whoin the curſed conſpiracy of ABſalom, continu- 
ed loyal to David, and ſtiled the King, the breath of their 
Noſtrils; 2. Sam. 18. = 70 | 


- 8. The Original of their Maxim was from the Roman 
Nation , uſed by them when Rome flouriſhed moſt 
under the popular State. No wonder, they account- 
ed the fafety of the People to have been the: S#- 
preme Law, where the People was the Supreme" Pow- 
er::\ The Laws were the Laws of the People, theirs 
were the Judgments, theirs all the Juriſdiction | and: 
the abſolute Dominion and Majeſty. All which in 
a Monarchichal Eſtate belong not to the People , but. 


: . to *the! Prince... Therefote, how much value they 


had; for the ſafety. of: the! Peopie, where 'the Peopte 
had the Majeity (how mach that was they ſhew'd 
to-the World by this very Maxim) ſo much if we 
wylinſfiſt opott the Authority of the ſame (with due te-- 

nard to' different ' fortns ) tnuſt we , who acknow-- 
[4 no. other Majeſty ,. but rega/, have. for the fafe- 
ty of Kings. - 00: | | 


- - 


. 9. Now. af the words. which remain, Supreme 
Zaw, be rightly weighed , all wife and: modeſt men 
will acknowledg , ſcarce any thing could poſſibly be 
alledged tore ample and ilaſtrious for the eſtabliſh- 
ing the Higheſt Power of Ximgs, than this Maxim. 
For this . locution , the. Supreme Law ſuppoſeth,, therc 
bs | muſt 


CI. 
muſt neceſſarily be in every Cammon-wealth ſome 


Power, to all poſitive humane Laws Superior ; Unto 
which it appertains to provide ,> and by Authority 


.of the fame to procure, that tne Common-wealth 
- receive no detriment, neither from the defe& of 


Laws, nor from the too ſuperſtitious obſervation of 
them. The reaſon whereof is manifeſt , Becauſe, 
neither can. the Law-gzver, no not the moſt prudent 
foreſee all circumſtances of future events ; nor ſuffici- 
ently prevent by Law the contingency of thoſe evils 
and incommodities which - he :ſuſpe&teth. © In which 
caſe , unleſs there be, in ſome perticular perſon or 
perſons, place left to- exerciſe fome arbitrary Pow- 
er, there will remain no effe&tual and ſufficient reme- 
dy to avert your :preſent danger,, and provide for 
the. publick ſafety. 


xo. This being fixed, that the-fafety of the' Peo- 
ple, i. e. the publick good requires , there be-in the 
Common-wealth ſome Authority' Superior to the 
Laws, which may ſupply the defects of the 'fame ; 
it follows neceſſarily , this ſupream Authority, cannot 


who hath the higheſt Empire and Command over 
the whole Community , the Governour and Pro- 
teftor of all the People: whether he be oe, as 
ina Monarchical State ; or. 4o#e ---4s in other forms 
of -Common-wealth. ” - 


11. This Maxim, which 1 faid deſcended to us 
from the Romians, is found Written in Marcus Cice- 
ro's third Book de /egibus, drawn (as he teſtifies) out 


_ to any other than the Prince, tht perfon. 
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( 25 ) 
of the ancient Laws of that Nation , and by him de- 
ſcribed in the very words of the Law. After the 
deſcription and explication of the Laws pertaining 
to Religion, and the Worſhip of their gods in the 
former Books; in the third, at laſt he proceeds to the 
rehearſal of ſuch as belong to the Common-wealth 
and to the Majeſtrates; Where, among other words, 
are theſe, x the Royal _— let there be two : And 
let them, in prope, in judging, in conſulting, be called 
Conſuls. Let them have the higheſt Right if the Mili- 
tia: let them be ſubjett to none: To them, let the ſafety 
of the People be the Supreme Law. To them; to whom? 
To them that have the Royal Empire, who had 
the higheſt right of the Mz/ztza; who acknowledged 
no Power above them, to which they ought to be 
ſubje&t ; that is, to the two Conſuls. What, though 
by the conſtitution of that Common-wealth , they 
bear only a yearly Office, yet were they for the time, 
in the higheſt Power over the City and the Roman 
World? Read, and read again this whole Period. Where 
can ye find any, the leait point of Power granted to 
Subjects (againſt the will of their Prince ) either to 
judge of the fafety of the People, or to do or ap- 
point any thing contrary to the Laws 2 Doth not 
this whole Series of things and Words in Cicero open- 
ly proclaim , That Supreme Authority , which is ſu- 
perior to all made Laws, and fo the whole . care of 
publick ſafety , properly belongs to him, to whom 
alſo the Royal Empire belongs , and the Higheſt 
Right of the Mz/tia and the ſupereminent Power ſub- 
kct to none, | 


D 12. Man- 


( 26 ) 


12: Mankind, you will ſay, is in a very Fad condi- 
tion, if the fafcty of all depends upon the pleaſure 
of oze man ; ſo that it is not lawful for People m caſe 
of extream neceſſity, without his advice, to take care 
of the publick ſafety. I anſwer, 'tis granted, here is 
ſomething lawful for the Sukjes, if a great, and 0- 
therwiſe unavoidatle zeceſity require ; and that without 
the Princes advice. For neceſlity (according to the 
common proverb) hath no Law. Nevertheleis, F deny 
that to follow , which ſome would have. I fay there- 
fore, Firſt, whatever right in this affair may poſſibly 
belong to Swhjefs, to ſet aſide the Laws and regard the 


publick ſafety , it accrues to them- upon another ac- . * 


count : but, upon the Authority of the preferit Maxim, 


as a ground, they can no way rely. It leaves the Feo- 


ples ſafety to be cared for and procured by the Prince, 
and permits not''that care to the people themſelves. 
Beſides, *tis one thing to attempt a matter againſt the 
Laws, without the advice of the Prince; . and another 
to do ſo againſt his Will : That may be lawful, due cox- 
ditions obterved ; this not awful upon no conditwn. 


I 3. I fay, ſecondly, SubjeQs, if they will attempt any 
thing in- order to the publick faicty, muſt remember, 
above all, :wo conditions moſt religiouſly : either of 
which neglected, they cannot excuſe themſelves by 
no neceii.ty. One, that nothing be done or attempt- 
ed to. the prejudice of the Prince; the preſervation of 
his Perſon and Dignity being moſt neceſſary to the pub- 
hck ſafety. The ether, that nothing be done or attempt- 
ed againſt the Laws and Rights, but by the Princes con- 


ſent ; conſent, I mcan, cither expreſs, where it may con- 


veniently 
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veniently be had ; or (if he be remote, and the buſineſs 
admit no delay) at leaſt reaſonably preſumed: that 1s, 
when the preſſure of necefſlity is fo great, that no ſober 
and prudent man could doubt, but the Prince himſelf, if 
he were preſent, would diſpenſe with the Law, and grant 
a relaxation to his Subjects. | 


14. Theſe two Conditions being obſerved, I affirm, 
except there ariſe from ſome other Spring (viz. from 
particular circumſtances) an Impediment, 'tis tawful for 
Subje&s, in detending the ſafety of Prince and People, 
again! Forreign Enemies, or domeſtick Traytors, to rex: 
gard more the Common Good, which is the Supreme Law, 
than to look upon the Words and Lettersof perticular 
Laws; which are made to ſerve, not to prejudice the. 
Common-wealth. 


